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VII. Swift Creek — North Half
A. Subarea Description

Primary access to the area is via Del Rey Road, a county road,
and Lower Whitefish Road, a primary open road on Stillwater
State Forest. Dominant features of this area include Lazy
Creek, Smith Lake Reservoir, and Swift Creek, a major
tributary of Whitefish Lake. The area is characterized by
densely stocked forestland. Much of the forest consists of
mature mixed-conifers stands with considerable structural
diversity and lush shrub and forb understories. The topography
of the area ranges from riparian areas to steep well-drained
southwestern aspects located on the lower slopes of the
Whitefish Range. Elevations range from 3,200 to 5,000 feet, a
span of approximately 1,800 feet. The diverse habitat in the
area is occupied and utilized by many species of wildlife,
including big game, a wide range of song birds, and large and
small forest carnivores. The northern portion of the subarea is
within the recovery zone of the Northern Continental Divide
Ecosystem for grizzly bears and is outside of the study area of
the Whitefish School Trust Lands Neighborhood Plan.

B. Trail Usage

The north Swift Creek area experiences heavy recreational use
that includes mountain biking, hiking, fishing, wildlife
viewing, horseback riding, cross-country skiing, backcountry
skiing, snowshoeing, snowmobiling, hunting and various water
activities. In the winter, trails are groomed for snowmobiles.
Trail difficulty will be moderate with some segments possibly
being difficult due to steep grade.

C. Access Points

The Lower Whitefish Road is a main access connection
between Upper Whitefish Lake and Whitefish Lake, as well as
a route to Werner Peak Lookout, Red Meadow Lake, and the
North Fork of the Flathead River Basin. A winter trailhead and
parking area is located in the Swift Creek subarea at the Del
Rey Gravel Pit. This trailhead is used extensively for access to
the groomed snowmobile trails on the forest by residents and
commercial snowmobile operations. There is a large parking
area that already accommodates cars and snowmobile trailers.
The gravel pit will be reclaimed and added to the parking area
within several years.
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D. Main Corridor

The main corridor will generally head north from the Del Rey
gravel pit for one and a half miles to a connection with an
existing Forest Service road. The trail on State Trust Land
will be a newly constructed trail that will parallel some existing
logging roads. The grade is level for the south portion of the
trail but will have a significant elevation gain as it approaches
the connections with the Forest Service trail.

E. Secondary Trail System

The secondary trail system in this subarea will be evaluated to
determine which trails are suitable for being included in the
trail system. There should be minimal disturbance in the
grizzly bear recovery area.

F. Linkages to Other Trail Networks

This trail will link with Forest Service land and the Taylor
Creek Road area. The city’s Fish Trail network designates part
of East Lake Shore Drive as a bicycle route. Further
investigation on the construction of a bike path along this road
to connect with the Del Rey parking area is recommended.

G. Issues

e Coordinating connections with other trail networks

e Minimizing wildlife impacts

e Locating an appropriate crossing on Swift Creek

e See previous section for discussion on wetlands

e Part of the area is in the US Fish and Wildlife Service
northern continental divide ecological system for grizzly
bear recovery.
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VIII. USFS Taylor Creek Rd. — Big Mountain
A. Subarea Description

United States Forest Service land is adjacent to the north half
of the Swift Creek subarea. This is heavily forested land with
significant elevation gains. It has high wildlife and natural
resource value.

B. Trail Usage

Presently, bicyclists can ride up the Taylor Creek Road to the
gate located at the saddle and then back down. Downbhill
bicyclists are not allowed to exit the Big Mountain Resort
using the Taylor Creek road due to a Forest Service special
order closure. Taylor Creek road is currently an open road for
motorized use and part of a groomed snowmobile system.

C. Access Points

The Taylor Creek road is a year round open road that provides
an access route to the Big Mountain permit boundary.
Bicyclists and hikers could access the trail at the summit of Big
Mountain Resort.

D. Main Corridor

A portion of the proposed main trail corridor will link the
valley floor, State Trust Lands and the Flathead National Forest
using the Taylor Creek Road, FS #9790. The Flathead
National Forest proposes to re-consult with the US Fish and
Wildlife Service on allowing downhill mountain bike traffic to
leave the permitted Big Mountain Resort boundary using the
Taylor Creek Road. The trail route will use the existing
Taylor Creek road located in T32N R22W SECs 17, 20, 21,
28, 27, 26, and 25. In Section 17, the trail corridor exits the
Taylor Creek Road onto a closed FS #9868 road for
approximately two miles, then the trail travels onto State Trust
Lands.

E. Secondary Trail System
There are currently no secondary trails in this area. Secondary

trails will only be allowed subject to Forest Service review and
regulations.
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F. Linkages to Other Trail Networks

Big Mountain Resort has mountain bike trails that will link to
this network. Bicyclists will ride down Big Mountain Road to
connect with the city’s “Fish Trail” network. The State of
Montana is completing a road reconstruction project on Big
Mountain Road. The new road will be wider, have bigger
shoulders and fewer curves. Plans call for a realignment of
utilities in 2006 with final road construction taking place
during the summer of 2007.

G. Issues

e The connection between Taylor Creek Road and Big
Mountain Summit will need approval from US Fish and
Wildlife service due to grizzly bear recovery concerns.
Mitigation may be necessary to allow bike riders to exit the
chair lift to Taylor Creek Road.

e There is potential safety conflicts between motorized users
and bicyclists on the road.
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NOTE: The trail corridor location is conceptual and will be adjusted
as needed when additional design work and negotiations with
private landowners have taken place. Trail location across private
property is theoretical; actual locations will be decided based on
altematives chosen and the landowners’ objectives and consent.
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