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IX.  Haskill Subarea 
 
A.  Subarea Description  
 
The Haskill subarea contains approximately 520 acres of land 
in the undulating foothills of the Whitefish Range. Located 
about three and one-half miles from town, it is one of the 
closest areas to the City of Whitefish. Haskill Creek bisects the 
parcel and is a primary source for the city's municipal drinking 
water. Grizzly bears roam the sensitive wildlife habitat in the 
spring and fall, and elk, deer, mountain lion, coyote and other 
forest dwellers are seen year round. There are rolling trails with 
beautiful views of Haskill Basin and Micho Ridge.  It is 
managed for timber.   
 
B.  Trail Usage 
 
This area is popular with runners, hikers, mountain bikers, 
horseback riders, hunters, cross-country skiers, and other 
recreationists.  It does not get heavy use from non-residents.  
Trail difficulty levels will range from moderate to difficult.   
 
C.  Access Points 
 
There is no parking area to access the trails and the area does 
not have access from public roads.  Current access is from 
private roads or adjoining public and private forest lands.  It is 
recommended that there be continued communication with the 
property owners to locate a parking area for the subarea.   
 
D.  Main Corridor & Secondary Trail System 
 
The trail system is being inventoried in order to evaluate trails 
for the best system of main and secondary trails.  
 
F.  Linkages to Other Trail Networks  
 
There is an informal system of trails on adjoining private and 
public forest lands that connect with this area.  Iron Horse 
subdivision has a bike path that connects with parts of this 
private forest land.  The City of Whitefish Fish Trails system 
may be a future connection.  
 
G.  Issues  
 
• Providing public access 

 
 

Trail in Haskill subarea 



 
 



      A Trail Runs Through It   Master Plan  

Trail  System  - 27 

X.  Happy Valley Subarea 
 
A.  Subarea Description  
 
The Happy Valley subarea is approximately 480 acres in size 
and contains relatively flat, timbered land interspersed with a 
few small meadows. The area has a high water table and poor 
drainage. To the north and west are one-half to one-acre 
residential properties, including some areas zoned R-2 that 
permit half-acre sites. To the east are larger lots of five to ten 
acres in size. To the south are large, predominantly 
undeveloped agricultural and forestry parcels.   
 
The Happy Valley subarea is heavily timbered and provides a 
variety of wildlife habitat, including whitetail deer winter 
range.  The site is managed for timber sales.   
 
 
B.  Trail Usage 
 
This parcel of State Trust Lands has historically provided open 
space, recreational trails, and access opportunities for the 
surrounding community. Neighborhood residents use the land 
for running, biking, horseback riding, hiking, cross-country 
skiing, unauthorized ATV use and snowmobiling. Trails types 
include roads, overgrown skid trails, and single track trails.  In 
some instances, this heavy recreational use resulted in negative 
impacts from unauthorized motorized use, vandalism, eroded 
trails, and trash.   Trail difficulty will range from easy to 
moderate. 
 
C.  Access Points 
Happy Valley is accessed from US 93 and is bounded by 
Bowdish Drive, Meadow Lane, Elk Trail, and Primrose Lane; 
all county roads. There is a small parking area on Bowdish 
Drive and this will be improved to accommodate five to ten 
cars.  There are also access points from streets bordering 
Happy Valley. 
 
D.  Main Corridor 
 
A main corridor will provide a loop trail within the subarea.  
 

 
Happy Valley 

 
 

Bowdish Drive Parking Area 
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E.  Secondary Trail System  
 
There are many secondary trails in this subarea.  These trails 
will be evaluated to determine which trails are suitable for 
being included in the trail system.   
 
F.  Linkages to Other Trail Networks  
 
Currently, this subarea does not link to the rest of the trail 
network.  Potential future connections will be through paved 
bike paths on county or state roads such as US 93 or Whitefish 
Stage Road.  Currently there are no plans for such connections.  
Proposals for such bike plans will need to be coordinated 
through Flathead County as part of their trail planning process.   
 
G.  Issues  
 
Recent (2005) timber harvest related activities have destroyed 
many of the trails in this parcel of land.  The presence of slash 
piles and many kelly humps and large pits have severely 
degraded the trail system in Happy Valley.  Roads used for 
logging were widened with staging areas that now have 
compacted soils and are devoid of vegetation.  Final phases of 
the logging project will include burning slash piles, cleanup 
and tree planting.  Neighborhood residents are working with 
DNRC to develop a plan to re-vegetate damaged areas and re-
establish trails.   
 

 
 

Kelly hump on trail in  
Happy Valley 
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XI.  KM  
 
A.  Subarea Description  
 
The KM subarea is a 480 acre timbered area bisected by KM 
Ranch and Spring Prairie roads; both county roads.  The KM 
area is surrounded by a variety of large and small private 
parcels that are interspersed with timber and agricultural lands. 
The eastern portion of the parcel consists of rolling timberland.   
Much of the timber is dog-hair lodgepole pine. The west side is 
timbered and bordered by rural landowners, a trap-shooting 
range, and the county landfill.  Whitetail deer and other 
wildlife frequent the area.  The KM area is used primarily for 
timber production. The land is currently leased for grazing (165 
acres), agriculture (five acres), and residential (five acres) uses.   
 
 
B.  Trail Usage 
 
The public uses old logging roads and skid trails that are 
accessed from KM Road for recreational activities including 
mountain biking, hiking, gun club use, hunting, horseback 
riding, cross-country skiing, backcountry skiing, snowshoeing, 
wildlife viewing, and snowmobiling.  A number of old logging 
roads are frequented by trail users and unauthorized four-
wheelers.  Most users live in the vicinity of the area and it does 
not receive heavy usage compared to areas closer to town.  
Trails in this area will be moderate in difficulty level.  
 
C.  Access Points 
 
Currently, there is no formal parking area serving this area 
although there is room for a few cars to park near Spring 
Prairie Road.  This area can be expanded to a parking area and 
formal trailhead with space for five to ten cars.   
 
 
D.  Main Corridor 
 
A main corridor will provide a loop trail within the subarea. 
 
 

 

 
Parking area near Spring 

PrairieRoad 
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E.  Secondary Trail System  
 
There is an existing secondary trail system in this subarea.  
These trails will be evaluated to determine which are suitable 
for the trail system.   
 
F.  Linkages to Other Trail Networks  
 
Currently, this subarea does not link to the rest of the trail 
network.  Potential future connections could be made by 
designating KM Ranch Road as a bicycle route where 
bicyclists share the roadway with motor vehicles and signs are 
posted along the route.  KM Ranch Road is a low-volume 
gravel road from the KM subarea to the south end of Spencer 
Lake.   Flathead County has jurisdiction of KM Ranch Road 
and will be the entity to make this bicycle route designation.   
 
 
G.  Issues  
 

• Connect this area to the remainder of the trail system 
• Rules for unauthorized motorized use need to be 

enforced 
 
 
 

 
 

Unauthorized road for motorized 
use in KM sub area 

 
 
 




