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Appendix 1:  Guiding Principles 
 
1. General  
 
A.  Users should be able to conveniently access the trail system from the town of 

Whitefish.  

• The trail should be accessible by bicycle. 
• The trail should connect with the City of Whitefish recreational trail system. 
• There should be multiple access points that are a short drive from town. 
 

B.  The trail should provide opportunities for recreation, relaxation, education, fitness and 
for experiencing nature.  

C.  The trail should promote the conservation of open space and enhance access to existing 
recreational opportunities.  

D.   The trail should be an asset for the community that will attract visitors and be an 
amenity for citizens and nearby property owners. 

 
E.  The trail should connect public lands around Whitefish.   
 
F.  The location of the trail and trail design shall give a priority to protecting natural 

resources.  
 

2. Trail Siting/Location/Access 
 
A.  The trail’s primary purpose will be a trail system that includes a main corridor that 

encircles the greater Whitefish area as well as secondary trails on the State lands and 
connects to other public lands, trail networkss, recreation areas, and open space.  

 
B.  The trail will primarily traverse State School Trust Lands.   Private property owners 

should participate in the identification of the optimum alignment across their lands to 
connect to the State Trust lands.  

 
C.  There should be multiple access points to the trail system. 
 

• Each sub area should have at least one access point with a parking area that 
provides adequate parking to avoid congestion. 

• There should be multiple access points for heavily used areas such as Beaver Lake 
and Spencer Lake.  

• Parking areas should be located away from heavy traffic and designed for safety. 
They should  use existing access points as much as possible. Attempts will be made 
to locate access points/parking areas on public lands wherever possible 

 



      A Trail Runs Through It   Master Plan  

Appendix - 2 

D.   To reduce user impacts there should be a dedicated trail system that will be primarily 
single-track in nature, use existing trails when possible and avoid roads except where 
other options are not feasible.  

 
E.  The trail system should contain a combination of small and large loop trails throughout 

the network. 
 
3.  Types and Amount of Trail Use 
 
A.  The trail should accommodate most traditional uses that have been allowed in each sub-

area and reflect best management practices.   
 

• Following current management guidelines for State School Trust Lands, motorized 
uses are not permitted in non-winter seasons.   

• Snowmobiles will be allowed on the trail system in the winter except where there is 
designated non-motorized areas.   

• Motorized uses on parts of the trail that cross private forest land or United States 
Forest Service land would follow current management guidelines.  Motorized use 
on private lands would respect the desires of the property owner.  

• The trail will not interfere with forestry management practices.   
 
B.  The trail will be designed for non-motorized multiple uses such as walking, hiking, 

mountain biking, horseback riding, and walking dogs.  
 
C.  There shall be a variety of trail segments to accommodate all ages and abilities, 

encouraging as wide a range of users as reasonably possible.   
 

• Parts of the trail near trailheads will be wheelchair accessible. 
• The level of difficulty on the trail will vary from easy to strenuous with the easy to 

moderate levels being located more conveniently to the more heavily used 
trailheads.  

 
D.  The trail should periodically provide access to lakes or streams to provide water for 

horses and dogs.  
 
 
4. Trail Conflicts 
 
A.  User education will be emphasized with a focus on trail etiquette and principles of 
“Tread Lightly”, such as:   
 

• Educate how to share and who has right of way;  
• What to do if you meet a horse, etc. 
• Respect for wildlife & plants;  
• Respect for private property; 
• Responsibilities of bicyclists, equestrians, and dog owners;  
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• Don’t litter or vandalize; and  
• Pack out all waste. 

 
B.  Trail users will be expected to use the trail responsibly and to respect the rights of other 

trail users and of adjacent property owners.   
 
C.  The trail should be designed to minimize negative impacts on adjacent property owners.  

Trailheads and other improvements should be located away from private lands.  
 
D.  In order to reduce conflict, dogs may be subject to the following management 
guidelines:  
 

• Dogs should be on leashes near roads and in heavily congested areas near 
trailheads. 

• Dogs may have seasonal restrictions in sensitive wildlife areas.  
• Owners should have control over all dogs they bring on the trail.  Dogs should be 

on a leash when wildlife is in the area.   
• Owners should clean up after dogs in more heavily traffic areas and keep dog 

wastes off the trail in more primitive settings.  
 
E.  Policies should be established for working with Fish, Wildlife and Parks to educate 

hunters and trail users and to develop trail use guidelines for hunting seasons.  
Information should be posted at trailheads regarding the opening and duration of 
hunting seasons and recommendations for trail use during these times.  

 
F.  Potential sites for defined play areas for special interests such as motorized and 

equestrian users that are separate from the main trail system should be investigated.  
These groups should be encouraged to work with DNRC to create these areas and 
integrate them into the main trail.  

 
G.  To reduce conflict, equestrians may be subject to the following management guidelines:  
 

• Design parking areas to accommodate horses and horse trailers in spaces separate 
from other trail users.  This area would include hitching rails for horses.   

• For at least the first quarter of a mile from the trail head, horses should be on a 
separate trail before merging with the main trail. 

• Post signs in parking areas to spread manure. 
• Horses may be restricted in ecologically sensitive areas.   
• The number of horses in a group may be restricted 
• Riders should be kept to a walking pace especially in heavily used areas. 
• Equestrian groups should be involved in trail maintenance in areas of the trail that 

are heavily used by horses.  
• Commercial horseback riding operations should develop a trail maintenance, clean-

up and weed control plan for the trails they frequently use. 
• There should be separate watering holes for stock and people.  
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H.  In heavily used areas, trails should either be wide enough to accommodate multiple 
uses or there should be separate trails for bicyclists, pedestrians, and equestrians.   

 
 
5. Maximizing Visitor  Experience 
 
A.   The trail shall have safe crossings at roads, highways and railroad crossings. 
 
B.  The trail shall follow good design practices to create a safe, interesting, low-
maintenance, and functional trail system.  
 
C.  The trail shall provide logical destination points for the visitor such as scenic lookouts. 
 
D.  The trailheads shall provide adequate parking to accommodate trail users.  Parking 
areas shall be clean and well maintained.  
 
E.  Trail users shall be educated in order to promote a positive partnership between land 
owners and users and to create a positive experience for all trail users. 
 
F.  Clear maps and trail rules shall be posted at all trailheads.   
 
G. As much of the natural habitat as possible shall be retained, and natural experience and 
the conservation of open space shall be promoted.   
 
 
6. Trail Design  
 
A.  The trail should be wider with developed amenities near heavily used trailheads that are 

closer to town, and should be more primitive and narrow in more remote areas. 
 
B.  There should be a varied terrain with undulations, grade reversals and meanders to 

make the trail interesting.  
 
C.  Trail segments should have varying degrees of difficulty.  
 
C. The trail should have a natural surface that includes different surface types such as dirt, 

rocks, roots, and gravel depending on the surrounding terrain, resources and demand. 
 
E.  The trail should have clear signs at the trailheads with maps and rules.   
 
F.  Litter should be monitored and a garbage management plan should be developed.  Pack-

in and pack-out policies should be initiated. Trailheads should be kept clean and free of 
debris from illegal dumping 

 
G.  Sanitation needs at trailheads should be monitored and a sanitation management plan 

should be developed that may include a need for toilet facilities.  
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H.  Switchbacks should have gentle curves and rideable radius for bicycles.  
 
 
7. Ecological Considerations  
 
A.  Sensitive areas should be avoided when possible.  Wetlands and fragile areas, 

especially in the Swift Creek area, need to be protected. 
 
B.  Erosion should be prevented, especially on steep grades and near stream crossings. 

Water quality should be maintained.  Seasonal closing of some trails in the spring to 
prevent erosion should be considered. 

 
C. Wildlife habitat and sensitive areas should be identified and mitigated The trail should 

be aligned so as not to not disturb wildlife. Some areas may have seasonal closures to 
protect wildlife habitat.  

 
D.  Natural vegetation should be protected through weed control and replanting with native 

species. 
 
E.  Good trail design will minimize environmental impact and should include areas of 

ecological interest 
 
F.  Illegal trail construction should be controlled.  
 
 
8. Management & Maintenance Techniques  
 
A.  Form volunteer groups to assist with maintenance.  Start programs such as “Adopt A 
Trail” and trail cleaning day.   
 
B.  Work with landowners to develop a management plan for parts of the trail that cross 
private property.    
 
C.  Create a trail manager staff position with the City of Whitefish to oversee development 
and maintenance of the trail.   
 
D.  Have a trail ranger(s) to educate, coordinate volunteers, monitor, and maintain the trail.  
 
E.  Be prepared to close off areas if they are abused or overused.   
 
 F.  All trail easements should be negotiated in perpetuity.  
 





Survey Summary

15. As a trail user, please indicate how strongly you agree or disagree with the following 
statements. 

1. 
Strongly 
Disagree

2 3 4
5. 

Strongly 
Agree

Response 
Average

a. I am concerned about litter and 
vandalism on the trail. 3% (7) 8% (18) 20% (46) 21% (48) 48% (111) 4.03

b. I am concerned about my personal 
safety on the trail. 29% (67) 24% (54) 25% (57) 11% (24) 11% (26) 2.51

c. I am concerned about 
overcrowding on the trail. 12% (28) 28% (64) 30% (68) 15% (35) 14% (33) 2.92

d. I am concerned about impacts to 
adjoining private property. 16% (38) 21% (48) 32% (74) 16% (36) 16% (36) 2.93

d. I am concerned about conflicts with 
motorized users. 10% (24) 7% (17) 12% (28) 19% (43) 52% (119) 3.94

e. I am concerned about conflicts with 
horses. 28% (65) 23% (53) 24% (56) 14% (32) 10% (24) 2.55

f. I am concerned about conflicts with 
dogs. 30% (69) 26% (60) 22% (50) 12% (28) 10% (22) 2.45

g. I am concerned about conflicts with 
bicyles. 41% (94) 29% (67) 19% (43) 6% (14) 5% (12) 2.06

h. I am concerned about conflicts with 
hunters. 17% (39) 18% (40) 16% (36) 19% (44) 30% (68) 3.27

i. I am concerned about 
environmental impacts. (Erosion, 

habitat disruption, ...) 
9% (21) 13% (29) 22% (50) 22% (51) 35% (80) 3.61

j. The main trail should connect key 
recreation areas. 3% (6) 6% (14) 17% (39) 25% (57) 49% (113) 4.12

k. The main trail should allow 
mountain bikes. 4% (10) 4% (8) 16% (37) 22% (49) 54% (123) 4.18

l. The main trail should allow 
snowmobiles. 64% (147) 10% (22) 12% (28) 4% (10) 10% (22) 1.86

m. The main trail should allow 
motorized uses. 72% (165) 9% (20) 7% (15) 3% (7) 10% (23) 1.71

n. The main trail should allow horse 
back riding. 14% (32) 14% (32) 27% (61) 17% (40) 28% (64) 3.31

o. There should be areas adjacent to 
the main trail designated for 

motorized uses.
38% (88) 8% (18) 19% (44) 15% (35) 20% (46) 2.71

p. There should be areas adjacent to 
the main trail designated for 

horseback riding.
10% (23) 7% (17) 30% (68) 24% (56) 28% (65) 3.54

q. Trails should be a natural surface. 3% (6) 1% (3) 13% (30) 20% (47) 63% (144) 4.39

r. There should be numerous access 
points along the trail. 4% (10) 8% (19) 19% (43) 26% (59) 42% (95) 3.93

s. The trail should interface with the 
City of Whitefish trail system. 6% (13) 4% (8) 23% (52) 22% (50) 46% (105) 3.99

t. There should be separation of user 
groups (pedestrian, horses, bikes & 

motorized uses) to avoid conflict.
13% (29) 9% (21) 32% (73) 22% (51) 24% (55) 3.36

u. Some trail segments should be dog-
friendly. 3% (8) 3% (8) 13% (29) 26% (60) 55% (126) 4.25
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v. Some trail segments should be 
family-friendly. 6% (13) 3% (8) 13% (30) 25% (58) 53% (122) 4.16

w. Some trail segments should be 
strenous/challenging. 3% (8) 4% (9) 16% (36) 20% (47) 57% (132) 4.23

x. Some trail segments should 
accommodate disabled users. 4% (10) 4% (9) 18% (41) 15% (34) 59% (135) 4.20

y. The trail should include educational 
opportunities. 8% (19) 13% (29) 25% (57) 20% (46) 34% (79) 3.60

z. Dogs should be on leashes near 
roads or in heavily used areas. 4% (10) 4% (10) 16% (36) 17% (39) 58% (132) 4.20

Total Respondents  232

(skipped this question)  24

16. Please describe any issues on trail design or policy that you would want the committee 
to consider. 

 Total Respondents  96

(skipped this question)  160

5. Participation 

17. Did you attend the public meeting on Feb. 21 at Grouse Mountain Lodge regarding trail 
planning? 

 Response 
Percent

Response 
Total

  Yes 30.6% 68

  No 69.4% 154

Total Respondents  222

(skipped this question)  34

18. How did you find out about the Feb. 21 meeting? (Check all that apply)

 Response 
Percent

Response 
Total

 Postcard 42.6% 84

 Newspaper Story 39.1% 77

 Letter 3.6% 7

 Friend 33% 65

 E-Mail 30.5% 60

 Other (please specify) 12.7% 25

Total Respondents  197
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